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Boston,  February  4,  1845. 
Mr.   Gourlav   offers  his  very  respectful  compliments   to  Sir 
3  Charles  Metcalfe. — Accompanies  this  with  The  Neptunian,  No.  35. 
Also,  with  an  engraved  plan,  illustrative  of  economical  settlement 
in  the  wilderness  of  Canada,  —  intended  for  the  third  volume  of  the 
statistical  account,  1821,  —  which  he  would  be  glad  to  have  pre- 
served  at  Government  House,  for  reference. 

Boston,  Feb.  4,  1845. 
My  Dear  Sir: — Your  favor  of  the  13th  ultimo  was  handed  to  me  by  Mr. 
Moore ;  and  you  will  find  it  printed  in  No.  35  of  The  Neptunian,  herewith 
sent. 

I  thank  you  for  forwarding  my  packets  to  members  of  the  Assembly  •  and 
beg  you  will  do  the  same  by  what  accompanies  this. 

Mr.  Moore  handed  me,  also,  some  papers,  to  sign,  regarding  the  pension 
voted  by  the  Assembly  ;  but,  I  wish  that  cancelled;  and,  the  money  paid  me, 
last  summer,  to  be  considered  as  part  of  the  expenses  which  the  Assembly 
recommended,  1841.  I  might  have  expressed  this  sooner,  had  not  Sir  Allan 
Mc Nab,  and  some  other  members,  neglected  to  reply  to  me  ;  and,  now,  I 
shall  be  glad  if  you  will  let  it  be  known  to  Mr.  Daly,  and  the  other  gentle- 
men, who  wrote  me  on  the  subject. 

It  was  bat  very  lately  that  I  was  made  acquainted  with  your  family  afflic- 
tion.   Permit  me,  still,  to  tender  my  sincere  sympathy. 

Yours  truly, 

ROBERT  F.  GOURLAY. 

Captain  Higginson. 


After  the  above  urns  despatched,  the  following  was  received.  * 

Montreal,  Feb.  1st.  1845. 
Dear  Sir  :    I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  letter  ; 
and,  upon  enquiry,  I  find  the  box,  containing  your  books,  arrived  in  this 
place,  some  time  since.    It  has  been  sent  for,  and  the  books  are  now  in  pos- 
session of  the  members.  Yours,  faithfully, 

ALLAN  N.  MACNAB. 

Robert  GouriAy,  Esq. 
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Correspondence  Continued. 
No.  7.  Marlboro'  Hotel,  Boston,  Nov.  29,  1844. 

Dear  Sir:  —  If  I  recollect  right,  you  told  me,  some  five  years  ago,  that  I 
was  in  your  mother's  house,  at  Perth,  when  you  were  a  boy  ;  and,  surely,  I 
little  expected,  when  beginning  my  statistical  enquiries  at  Perth,  1817,  that 
such  a  work  would  get  me  the  ill-will  of  any  man,  and  ultimately  ruin  me. 
As  little  did  I  think,  on  returning  to  Upper  Canada,  1838,  to  seek  redress 
for  unheard  of  persecution,  that  such  effort  would  only  prolong  misery. 

Last  year,  on  reaching  Kingston,  from  this  place,  I  put  into  the  hands  of 
you  and  others  there,  ten  or  twelve  numbers  of  The  Neptunian,  printed 
here,  to  assist  in  disentangling  my  complicated  case.  Last  week  I  dis- 
patched four  additional  numbers,  and  hope  you  have  got  these. 

Will  you  oblige  me,  on  receipt  of  this,  to  favor  me  with  a  few  lines,  say- 
ing if  you  have,  and  whether  you  think  I  could  be  heard  in  Parliament,  by 
petition,  without  travelling  northward,  which  I  am  loth  to  do  at  this  season 
of  the  year. 

Very  truly,  yours,  ROBERT  F.  GOURLAY. 

Malcolm  Cameron,  Esq. 
No.  8.  Montreal,  December  5,  1844. 

Dear  Sir: —  Feeling,  I  trust,  as  a  friend  to  liberty  and  as  a  Christian,  deep 
sympathy  for  your  complicated  misfortunes,  and  just  indignation  at  the  vile 
spirit  of  persecuting  bigotry  which  involved  you  in  them  all,  —  I  am  ever 
glad  to  hear  of  your  welfare;  but,  dear  friend,  I  think  you  should  accept,  at 
once,  the  annuity  granted,  as  it  was  a  token  of  the  esteem  and  gratitude  of 
Canada  for  your  services,  and  as  a  mark  of  the  feelings  of  United  Canada 
against  your  persecutors. 

I  am  sincerely  of  opinion  that  further  petition  could  be  of  no  service  to 
you. 

Yours  sincerely,        M.  CAMERON. 

R.  F.  Gouhlay,  Esq. 

(Copy  of  the  above.) 
No.  9.  Boston,  Dec.  16,  1844. 

Dear  Sir:  —  As  you  may  not  be  in  the  habit  of  keeping  copies  of  your 
letters,  I  think  it  right  to  exhibit  the  above,  for  your  reconsideration;  —  and 
ask,  —  do  you  mean  that  the  Report  of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  in  my  fa- 
vor, 1841,  voted  unanimously,  was  mere  child's  play?  Or,  setting  aside  all 
feeling,  tell  me  what  reason  there  is  for  my  accepting  £50  a  year,  in  lieu  of 
the  recommendations  of  that  Report. 

I  petitioned  for  right  not  charity;  and,  the  Report  of  1841  recom- 
mended that  T  should  be  paid  expenses,  1  while  in  attendance  before  the  legis- 
lature defending  the  rights  of  a  British  subject?  Annul  the  pension,  and  let 
these  expenses  be  paid.    That  will  be  something  like  justice. 

Yours  truly,      ROBERT  F.  GOURLAY. 

P.  S.  I  sent  for  you.  at  Montreal,  copies  of  The  Neptunian,  Nob.  13  to 
26,  in  two  parcels.    Say,  if  these  reached  you.  in  course.  R.  F.  G. 

Malcolm  Cameron,  Esq. 

NOTE.  Mr.  Cameron  has  not  again  written  to  me  ;  but.  I  am  sure,  that,  on  reconsid- 
eration^ he  will  change  his  1  opinion?  as  to  my  petitioning;  nay,  assist  in  making  it 

serviceable. 

At  this  time,  I  would  have  him  read  page  54,  of  The  Neptunian,  and  call  to  mind 
that  he  was  '  the  last'  in  whose  hands,  I  left  the  Petition,  there  spoken  of. 

Let  him  read  pages  51,  52,  and  53,  recording  the  chivalrous  exertions  of  my  worthy 
friend,  Thorburn, "whose  'esteem'  forme,  only  confirmed  the  rascalities  of  lbl9, — 
'  ^milling  the  sentence  of  the  law,'  which,  by  after  petitioning,  was  unanimously  declar- 
ed, by  United  Canada,  to  be  unconstitutional. 

I  may  be  mistaken,  as  to  the  pension.  When  first  informed  of  it,  at  St.  Catharines,  I 
imagined  it  came,  uncalled  for,  from  Sir  Charles  Bagot,  and  was  meant  to  close  the 
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account  of  contempt  uniformly  shown  to  me  by  Sir  George  Arthur,  Lord  Durham,  and 
Mr.  Paulett  Thompson.  With  that  impression,  I  instantly  pronounced  it  insult  and  pre- 
prepared  to  leave  the  Province. 

At  Kingston,  I  saw  from  office  copies  of  proceedings,  that  a  Committee  of  the  Assem- 
bly had  recommended  the  pension,  and  then  wrote  to  Mr.  Neilson  that  I  believed  all  was 
well  meant,  on  his  part.  Till  this  hour,  however,  it  becomes  me  to  be  cautious,  how  I 
receive  it,  not  only  on  my  own  account,  but  in  respect  for  the  Assembly. 

Mr.  Cameron  speaks  of  it,  as  a  token  of  esteem  and  gratitude  ;  but,  this  conflicts  with 
the  terms  of  the  grant  sought  for  by  the  Assembly  and  conceded  by  the  Governor  Gen- 
eral, declaring  it  to  be  'in  consideration  of  the  losses  and  misfortunes  of  Robert  F. 
Gourlay.' 


JUami  of  Mr  f$tmM£. 

Thursday,  February  13. 
The  following  petitions  were  presented —  Of  Robert  F.  Gourlay,  praying 
that  the  proceedings  had  on  his  case  in  18417  1842,  and  1843  may  be  consid- 
ered, in  order  that  justice  may  be  done  him. 

Chronicle  and  Gazette,  February  19,  1844. 

Boston,  March  IS,  1S45. 

From  the  above,  it  appears  that  my  petition  was  presented  to  the  Legislative  Assem- 
bly .  but  as  no  further  notice  of  it  has  appeared  in  the  newspapers,  and  none  has  been 
sent  me :  —  further,  as  it  is  said  that  the  session  is  about  being  closed,  I  shall  have  anoth- 
er year's  stay  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  '■defending  the  rights  of  a  British  subject!  ' 

I  may  be  driven  to  a  towering  passion  ;  which,  however,  will  not  last  more  than  five 
minutes,  with  pioper  appliances:  —  but,  I  shall  take  no  pet;  and,  endeavor  to  keep  up 
my  spirits,  still. 

Being  now  ten  years  younger  than  two  years  ago,  by  the  help  of  sea  air  and  Marlboro' 
Hotel,  this  delay  will  afford  opportunity  to  revisit  Dereham  to  look  after  my  cat  and  my 
log  house.  I  shall  extend  my  summer  ramble  to  Port  Sarnia,  —  there  to  talk  Mr.  Came- 
ron out  of  his  cloud  of  confusion  ;  then,  proceed  to  Huron  and  enjoy  a  horn  with  the 
Tiger.  In  this  strong  hold  of  Teetotalism,  I  have  signed  no  pledge  :  on  the  contrary, 
maintained  a  plea  for  the  wee  drappie  ;  and  that,  too,  as  a  duty  '  defending  the  rights  of  a 
British  subject ! ' 

This  day,  thank  God,  I  have  received  pleasant  accounts  from  friends  in  Scotland, — my 
little  Grandson  thriving  delightfully. 

This  month,  forty-four  years  ago,  I  returned  to  London,  having  completed  enquiries 
into  the  condition  of  Cottagers  in  Linconshire  and  Rutland  ;  drew  up  tables  of  elucidation 
and  proof ;  and  devoted  my  life  to  the  cause  of  the  Poor  of  England,  from  which  I  have 
never  swerved. 

No  man  alive  has  such  records  of  transactions  vitally  important  in  that  great  cause ; 
and  with  God's  help,  I  feel  more  and  more  assured  that  success  may  crown  my  en- 
deavors ;  certainly  it  would,  had  I  the  confidence  of  my  fellow  men  ;  villainously 
counterworked  during  thirty-3ix  years. 


in 

No.  NX'  . ,        • '  ' 

*  As  to  your  own  eaae,  1  don't  know  what  you  want.    I  got  \ou.  to  draw" 
the  prayer  of  your  own  petition,  and,  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  House,  got 
all  you  wanted,  and  more.    You  put  Douce  Davy  Thurburn  in  bodily  fear, 
by  showing  your  crooked  stick  on  the  floor ;  he  thinking  you  would  make  a 
Lord  Brougham  of  him.    When  I  find  out  what  you  want,  I'll  try  and  get  it ; 

but  it  is  the  d  1  to  have  to  do  with  Fife  folk,  who  are  all  daft  and  should 

be  confined  in  an  exclusive  lunatic  a?ylum,  at  Cupar,  —  keepers  being  had 
from  the  neighboring  Counties  of  Clackmanan,  Kinross,  Perthshire,  and  the 
Lothians.' 

Marlboro'  Hotel,  Boston,  Dec.  18,  1844. 

The  above,  my  good-humored  Doctor,  Tiger,  and  fellow-countryman,  is  an 
extract  from  your  letter  to  me,  of  17th  July.  Having  allowed  five  months  for 
its  daffen,  I  would,  now  that  you  are  in  your  place,  as  a  legislator,  pray  your 
serious  consideration.  Your  management  of  my  case,  1841,  was  excellent; 
and  No.  6  of  The  Neptunian  exhibits,  not  only  the  petition  but  the  action 
of  the  Legislative  Assembly  thereon,  your  speech,  &c.  You  did,  indeed, 
get  all  I  wanted,  in  promise  ;  but,  this  was  sadly  clouded  over,  by  proceed- 
ings next  session,  recorded  in  No.  8  of  The  Neptunian.  To  prevent  mis- 
take, the  session  after  Tthat,  I  had  all  essential  papers  printed  ; —  went  to 
Kingston,  November  1843,  and  served  you,  and  others,  with  copies,  but 
again  had  no  satisfaction,  as  recorded  in  The  Neptunian,  No.  14.  In  fact, 
I  have  been  held  back  from  rejoining  my  family  in  Scotland,  ever  since  the 
year  1838,  by  a  series  of  cruel  disappointments,  which  could  neither  be 
believed  nor  understood,  had  I  not  printed  documents,  for  reference,  at  every 
stage,  and  on  every  particular. 

I  despatched,  from  this  place.  Nos  13,  14,  15,  and  16,  of  The  Neptunian, 
to  be  at  Montreal,  for  you  and  others,  by  the  opening^of  Parliament  Two 
weeks  afterwards,  Nos  17  to  26,  inclusive,  were  despatched;  and,  along  with 
this,  you  will  receive  Nos  28,  29,  30,  and  31. 

Tell  me,  in  course  of  post,  if  these  have  come  to  hand  ;  and,  should  you 
remain  still  ignorant  of  what  I  want,  no  pains  shall  be  spared,  on  my  part,  to 
make  all  clear.  Yours  truly. 

ROBERT  R  GOURLAY. 

William  Dunlop,  Esq. 
No.  11.  Montreal,  Saturday. 

Dear  Sir :—  T  have  just  received  your  paper,  this  moment,  for  which  I 
beg  to  return  you  ray  best  thanks. 

Yours  truly, 

W.  £UN  LOP. 

R.  F.  Gourlay,  Esq. 

DODGE  DAVY. 

My  friend,  so  distinguished  by  the  good-humored  Doctor,  arrived  in  Upper  Canada 
some  five  months  after  me.  1S17,  from  Scotland  ;  but.  I  did  not  get  acquainted  with  him 
till  after  my  return,  1838;  nor,  had  I  conversed  with  him  more  than  an  hour,  before  he 
stood  up,  in  the  Assembly,  most  zealously  to  plead  my  cause  on  the  occasion  of  my 
petition  being  presented,  1830. — (See  No.  5,  of  The  Neptunian.) 

When  the  session  of  that  year  was  closed,  I  found  it  impossible  to  make  him  or  Mr 
Woodruff  sensible  of  the  injury  they  had  done  me  ;  therefore,  so  soon  as  the  proceedings 
of  the  House  were  published,  1  extracted  what  concerned  my  case,  and  had  it  printed, 
along  with  some  other  articles,  at  the  expense  of  twenty  dollars,  in  a  little  paper,  headed, 
'  The  Banished  Briton.'  To  get  this  into  circulation,  I  advertised  public  meetings, 
and  stated  my  object  to  be  to  establish  'a  school  for  instruction  of  .members  of 
Parliament.'  All  this,  however,  proved  ineffectual ;  and,  next  year,  the  following  was 
published : 


M  ALL!!  AM  COLLEGE. 

1  he  people  of  UpperCanada  will  bo  pleased  to  know,  that  there  is  now  open  in  the 
iiealthy  village  of  Markham, a  School  foii  instruction  of  Members  of  Parliament  ; 
and.  it  is  hoped,  that  no  candidate  will  be  allowed  to  mount  the  hustings,  at  next  election, 
who  has  not  graduated  at  Markham  College. 

Fees,  per  quarter,  two  dollars,  and  one  dollar  for  the  diploma  :  students  providing 
themselves  with  the  first  book  of  Euclid,  compasses  and  square. 

The  senatus  academicus  being  in  possession  of  the  instrument  which  whipped  the 
great  school-master  himself  into  a  proper  sense  of  his  duties,  and  which,  in  fact,  was  a 
means  of  bringing  about  reform  in  the  Imperial  Parliament,  gives  assurance  that  apt 
scholars,  who  can  already  read,  write,  and  master  Cocker  s  Arithmetic,  may  be  qualified 
in  one  month  ;— all,  but  certain  inhabitants  of  Niagara  District,  who,  from  inbred  ignorance 
and  inveterate  habits,  will  require  two  months  of  instruction  and  casligation. 

X.  B.  Every  erudite  editor  is  expected  to  repeat  this  advertisement,  and  do  his  utmost, 
otherwise,  in  behalf  of  Alma  Mailer. 

.My  friend  was  roused  by  this.  and.  at  meeting  in  Kingston,  told  me  I  had  been  wanting 
pi  gratitude  ;  whereon.  I  wrote  to  him  the  second  of  the  two  following  letters  : 
No  1.  London,  May  20,  1841. 

Dear  Sir:  It  is  now  more  than  two  years,  since  you  advocated  my  cause,  in  the  House 
of  Assembly  ; — since  you  found  me  in  distress,  and  consigned  me  to  destruction.  You 
did  this  with  such  friendly  zeal, — with  such  sineere  desire  to  achieve  good,  that  it  was 
impossible  to  be  angry  with  you  :  and,  thence,  it  has  required  a  greater  degree  of  philos- 
ophy to  stomach  the  miserv,  which,  in  consequence,  I  have  endured.  In  fact,  nothing 
but  good  humor  could  avail  under  circumstances;  and,  to  mix  serious  matters  with 
jokes,  I  instituted  the  College  for  Instruction  of  Members  of  Parliament^ 
now  removed  from  Markham  to  Dereham. 

Mr.  Parke,  the  member  for  this  District,  alone,  has  sympathized  in  the  cruelty  of  my 
treatment,  by  the  Assembly  :  and  I  have,  this  day,  written  a  letter,  which  he  will,  I  ex- 
pect, show  you  on  the  subject  Five  days  after  shaking  hands  with  you  at  Queenstown  . 
at  which  time  I  was  in  higrh  health  and  spirits,  an  attack  of  erysipelas  thrust  me  down  at 
Indiana;  and,  no'hing  could  exceed  the  kindness  and  attention  which  I  experienced, 
under  the  roof  of  your  friend  David  Thompson; — indeed,  it  was  singularly  fortunate 
that  the  addiction  came  on  me  at  a  private  house;  for,  at  a  tavern,  I  must  have  perished. 

I  am  still  very  weak,  and.  at  my  time  of  life,  cannot  expect  again  to  be  strong;  but,  if 
health  permits,  shall  go  to  Kingston,  during  the  ensuing  session,  to  lav  my  case  before 
the  United  Parliament,  and.  then,  you  will  have  opportunity  to  correct  mistakes. 

Meantime,  I  am,  vours  truly. 

ROBERT  F.  GOXJB LAY. 

David  Thorburn-,  Esq.,  M.  P.  P, 

No.  2.  Kingston,  August  10,  IS  J  J . 

Dear  Sir:  You  are  aware  that  my  petition,  presented  by  Mr.  Merritt,  and  received  by 
the  Assembly,  27th  ult,  lies  on  the  table,  without  action. 

Who  should  move  on  that  so  properly,  as  you  ;  and,  what  would  redound  so  much  to 
your  credit  9 

I  shall  subjoin  copy  of  my  letter;  29th  of  May,  lest  you  have  it  not  on  hand,  to  remind 
you  of  my  purposes,  and  your  "  opportunity  to  correct  mistakes.1' 

You  said  the  other  day,  most  truly,  lhat  you  "  Wrocht  hard  at  ony  rate,"  and  edad  have 
I  been  to  see  my  worthy  countryman  in  his  place,  working  as  hard  as  ever.  Move  for  a 
select  Committee  on  my  petition, — two  besides  yourself  for  Upper  Canada,  and,  three 
for  Lower  Canada,  as  they  were.  Let  me  be  examined  by  that  Committee,  oh  my 
petition,  and,  after  reporting,  move  as  you  did  before,  that  the  Report  be  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  ...the -Whole.  No  question  ever  involved  more  important  principles, — the 
constitutional'  rights  of  we  native  born  Britons.  No  doing  of  arbitrary  power  was  ever 
so  flagrant  as  that  against  me  ;  no  consequences  were  ever  more  blasting  to  an  individ- 
ual and  the  public.    But,  surely,  I  need  not  enlarge.       Yours  truly, 

ROBERT  F.  GO  URL  AY. 

P.  S.     Talk  with  Mr.  Neilson,  before  you  move,  and  let.  him  second;  then,  of 
course,  he  will  be  of  the  Committee. 
David  Thorburn,  Esq.,  M.  P.  P. 

No  two  men  could  deserve  more  opposite  treatment  than  Brougham  and  Mr.  Thorburn  ; 
he  one  ; — 'false,  treacherous,  and  vindictive ;'  — the  other  true,  faithful,  and  humane. 
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THE  CANADA  COMPANY. 

Returned  to  London,  May,  1524.  I  was  met  in  the  street  by  Mr.  Niehol  Graham 
known  in  Montreal,  some  thirty  years  ago,  author  of  Three -fingered  Jack,  &c.  He 
invited  me  to  dinner,  and  asked  if  I  had  heard  of  a  Canada  Company,  then  forming,  &c 

Soon  after,  I  was  shut  up, —  first  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  then  at  Spatields 
where  I  read  a  pamphlet,  now  before  me,  entitled,  'Information  relative  to  the 
Canadian  Company' — 55  pages — whereof  15  were  extracted  from  my  Statistical 
Account ; — the  only  well  authenticated  information. 

In  Common  Sense,  a  weekly  newspaper,  of  October  31,  it  was  reported  as  follows  : — 
c  On  Monday,  a  consultation  was  held  at  the  Colonial  Office,  between  Mr.  Horton  and 
the  Crown  Lawyers,  on  the  one  part,  and  Mr.  Gait  and  the  Canadian  Company's  counse 
on  the  other,  concerning  the  granting  a  charter  to  the  Company ;  when  it  was  agreed, 
that  it  should  be  completed  forthwith  ;  and,  it  is  now  probable  that  the  Commissioners 
will  sail  for  America,  about  the  beginning  of  January.' 

And,  again,  in  the  Weekly  Monitor,  December  26, — '  A  Commission  is  going  to 
North  America,  to  value  the  lands  of  the  Government  and  Clergy,  which  a,e  very 
extensive.' 

A  correspondent  of  mine,  connected  with  the  Land  Office,  in  Geneva,  State  of  New 
York,  wrote  to  me  that  the  Commissioners  stopped  there  to  get  information  as  to  the 
sale  of  wild  land,  &c.  And  soon  after,  I  saw,  from  Canada  newspapers,  that  they  were 
at  Little  York,  examining  witnesses  as  to  the  value  of  the  Reserves. 

October,  1825,  Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  Actuary  to  the  Company,  waited  on  me  along  with 
another  gentleman ;  —  stated,  that  the  charter  was  granted,  and  the  land  made  over  to 
the  Company,  for  a  payment  of  3s.  6d.  per  acre.  He  asked,  if  I  would  allow  the 
Company  to  republish  my  Statistical  Account,  and  proposed  calling  again.  I,  however, 
considering  the  whole  a  robbery  ;  and,  knowing  that  the  Clergy  Reserves  could  not  be 
thus  disposed  of  without  an  Act  of  Parliament,  wrote  letters  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and 
His  Majesty,  on  the  subject,  which  were  forthwith  printed,  and  may  be  seen,  pages  194 
195,  and  196,  of  my  Appeal  to  the  British  nation. 

Many  copies  of  these  letters  were  thrown  off,  with  a  fly-leaf,  for  correspondence  ; 
and  a  special  letter,  with  these  prints  annexed,  was  despatched  to  every  member  of  the 
Upper  Canada  Assembly,  pressing  them  to  send  home  Commissioners  for  inquiry.  I 
also  wrote  to  office-bearers  of  the  Company,  the  following: 

No.  1.  Cold  Bath  Fields,  Nov.  1, 1825. 

Sir:  As  I  openly  opposed  the  Canada  Company  Bill,  by  petition,  last  session  of 
Parliament,  I  doubt  not  you  were  aware  of  this,  at  the  time  ;  nevertheless,  I  present 
on  with  the  annexed,  (printed  letters  to  the  King  and  Chancellor)  that  you  may  lay  it 
efore  the  Directors  of  the  Company.  That  the  Reserves  of  Canada  would  be  better 
managed  by  a  Company,  nay,  better  sunk  under  water,  than  continue  as  they  are,  there 
is  no  doubt;  but,  it  will  be  unfortunate,  in  everyway,  if  full  ahd  fair  ihquiry  into  the 
state  of  the  Provinces,  generally,  be  not  made  before  your  company  concern  is  ratified. 
Even  if  your  charter  is  signed,  I  would  have  you  to  pause  and  consider  that  you  may  be 
counting  without  your  host. 

Believe  me,  Sir,  faithful,  — at  once  to  you,  the  public,  and  myself, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  GOURLAY. 

John  Galt,  Esq. 


No.  2.  Cold  Bath  Fields,  Dec.  21,  1826. 

Sir  :  Observing  from  a  Newspaper  that  the  Canada  Company  has  got  its  charter,  al- 
low me  to  state  as  follows  :  More  than  two  years  ago,  understanding  that  ministers  had 
agreed  to  let  the  Company  have  the  Government  Reserves,  and  ha^fthe  Clergy  Reserves 
I  apprised  the  Lord  Chancellor  thereof,  knowing  that  the  proceedings  could  not  be 
implimented  without  the  concurrence  of  Parliament. 
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More  than  a  year  aso.  the  actuary,  Mr.  Smith,  waited  on  me  ;  conversed  over  matters  ; 
and,  then,  understanding  that  the  Reserves  had  been  valued  over  at  3s  Gdper  acre,  I  first 
in  a  good  humored  note  to  him  and  the  Secretary,  signified  what  I  thought  of  the  trans- 
action. 1  did,  indeed,  think  it  scandalous  ;  and,  as  well  here  as  in  Canada,  by  writing, 
declared  myself  freely,  deeming  it  a  public  duty  to  run  down  the  Company.  Now  that 
the  bargain  clenched,  and  the  property  cannot  be  made  available  to  great  public  purposes. 
I  have  only  to  wish  the  Company  success  ;  and  beg  of  you  to  put  this  among  its  papers, 
as  a  memorandum  of  my  doing  so  ;  as  I  may  yet  have  much  to  do  with  Canada,  if  not 
with  the  Company.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  GOURLAY. 

To  Charles  Bosanqnet,  Esq.  ) 
Governor  of  the   Canada  Company  \ 

No.  3.  Cold  Bath  Fields,  Dec.  19, 1827. 

Sir  :  Twelve  months  ago,  I  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Governor  of  the  Canada  Compa- 
ny, a  copy  of  which  shall  be  annexed. 

The  ten  most  valuable  years  of  my  life, — my  whole  property  and  character,  have  been 
sacrificed  by  connection  with  Upper  Canada  ;  most  unjustly  sacrificed  ;  for,  when  ban- 
ished from  that  Province,  there  was  not  left  behind  a  single  individual  more  loyal  :  nor 
could  all  put  together  have  done  so  much  good  as  I  could  have  done.  Indeed,  all  put 
together  have  done  nothing  but  mischief  ever  since.  1  am  not  done  with  it.  For  Cana- 
da, and  objects  connected  with  it,  I  am  here  !  nor  shall  these  be  forrgotten.  If  free,  I 
should  have  attended  your  meeting,  to-morrow,  to  make  proposals. 

The  chief  end  of  the  Company  being  gone,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  public  purposes, 
which  I  have  in  view  by  the  disposal  of  the  Reserves  can  now  be  wholly  attended  to ; 
but,  the  company  may  go  so  far,  in  this,  with  profit,  while  Government  and  others  may  be 
influenced  by  example. 

If  the  Company  would  do  this,  and.  otherwise,  proceed  wisely,  which  it  is  not  now 
doing, — wasting  eflbrts  on  the  vanity  of  founding  a  city,  while  scattered  Reserves  are 
thrown  away  without  due  consideration,  (as  appears  from  Canada  Newspapers)  I  would 
undertake,  by  mere  agency  in  this  country,  to  raise  the  remaining  property,  in  five  years, 
to  ten  times  its  present  worth.  This,  sir.  is  to  the  point  ;  and  I  am  so  serious  that,  if  the 
Company  will  honor  me  with  a  public  meeting,  say  next  Tuesday  or  Wednesday,whereat 
I  may  unfold  my  purposes  and  explain  my  plans,  I  shall  go  hence,  and  appear  at  the 
meeting  for  that  special  purpose,  trusting  to  liberal  treatment,  in  return,  for  my  confi- 
dence. 

Have  the  goodness  to  read  this,  with  the  annexed,  to  the  meeting,  to-morrow  ;  and,  if 
my  proposal  is  accepted  of,  let  me  be  informed  in  the  coure  of  the  day. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ROBERT  GOURLAY. 

To  William  Williams,  Esq.  / 
Chairman  of  the  Canada  Company.  ) 


The  following  are  copied  from  my  Letter  Book. 
No  1.  London,  October  4, 1825. 

My  Dear  Sir:  By  a  list  of  the  Upper  Canada  Assembly,  now  in  my  possession,  I 
find  you  are  a  member  ;  and  glad  am  I  of  it ;  for,  guided  by  your  father's  excellent  sense 
and  independent  spirit,  you  must  have  it  in  your  power  to  work  wonders.  One  thing  is 
needful. — a  commission  of  half  a  dozen  honest  assembly-men,  in  London,  to  startle  the 
people  of  this  country  into  consideration  of  Canada  ;  for  nothing  less  will  do  it.  It  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  give  you  an  idea  of  the  total  indifference  which  prevails,  here,  as  to  Pro- 
vincial affairs.  A  Commission  coming  home,  frankly  and  boldly  to  ask  for  the  promise 
of  independence  of  our  Ministry,  after  a  few  years,  would  be  joyfully  hailed  —  would 
electrify.  Ask  it  thus,  and  it  will  be  obtained.  Doubt,  delay,  trifle, — and,  by-and-bye,  it 
will  be  fought  for, — or  the  Province  conquered.  Can  any  man  in  his  senses  suppose  that 
Canada  is  long  to  be  ruled  by  Court-appointed  Governors  ? 

The  Canada  Company  is  a  wretched,  little,  mercenary  concern.  Not  the  Government, 
but  Clergy  Reserves  also  ;  yes,  every  acre  should  be  sold,  though  in  a  very  different 
manner. 

Seven  years,  alas  !  have  been  lost,  since  I  advised  this  measure  ;  and  worse  than  lost. 
The  brightest  of  my  hopes  might  have  been  realized,  had  a  Commission  come  home 
seven  years  ago  ;  but  all  may  yet  be  well  ;  and  I,  who  have  suffered  more  than  any  man 
alive  for  adhering  to  principle  say  so  :  —  yes,  my  Dear  Sir>  I  have  hope  that  Providence 
has  ordered  all  for  the  best,  notwithstanding  appearances. 
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I  have  seen  the  Jpper  Canada  Almanac  of  the  last  three  years,  wherein  the  vagabond 
'  Who  rose  by  treachery  to  me,  and  to  truth,  reports  me  insane.  Yon  see  me  here  confined 
upon  the  mere  opinion  of  hired  d  >clors,  that  I  am  so  ;  bat,  believe,  I  never  was  better 
both  in  mind  and  body  :  Never  planned  and  executed  any  thing  so  deliberately  as  the 
"•  /'A  horsewhipping  of  Orator  Brougham.  Believe,  that  even  this  has  been  ordered 
riglvt  by  the  Disposer  of  Events. 

While  reported  insane,  I  beat  the  Duke  of  Somerset  out  of  Chancery,  by  my  personal 
pleading  ;  and  gained,  by  my  own  perseverance,  .£4000.  for  my  children,  in  the  House  of 
Lords.    What  do  you  thin Ic  of  that,  for  an  insane  ? 

If  I  have  any  friends  still  in  the  Province,  remember  me  to  them  kindly  ;  and,  if  you 
choose,  publish  this  letter,  however  carelessly  written.  Let  the  Governor  be  petitioned  by 
the  people  to  call  Parliament  together,  immediately.  Let  there  be  but  one  voice  in  the 
Assembly, — a  refusal  of  supplies,  till  a  Commission  is  appointed,  immediately  to  proceed  to 
England'  The  Corn  Bill  will  be  discussed  in  our  Parliament,  next  session,  and  Canada 
may  be  favored  beyond  conception,  if  a  Commission  comes  home  to  engage  attention. 

Adieu, 

ROBERT  GOURLAY. 

M.  S.  Bidwell,  Esq. 

[  Wrote  to  him.  a  second  time,  25th.  October,  with  letters  to  the  Chancellor  and  King.] 

No.  2.  London,  October  4, 1S2G. 

Dear  Sir  :  You  are  a  member  of  the  Upper  Canada  Assembly ;  you  are  well  report- 
ed to  me,  and  I  once  had  the  pleasure  of  conversing  with  your  mother  and  sisters  at 
their  fireside.     For  these  reasons,  I  address  you  frankly  and  freely. 

You  must  know  the  cause  of  my  confinement  here, — an  accusation  of  insanity.  You 
must  have  seen  me  reported  insane  in  the  Upper  Canada  Almanac,  these  three  last  years. 
Allow  me  to  assure  you  that  I  never  in  my  life,  did  an  act  more  advisedly  and  coolly  than 
•the  gently  whipping  of  Brougham  ;  and  your  Almanac  report  will  be  best  answered  by 
the  fact  that  while  so  reported,  J  beat  the  "Duke  of  Somerset  out  of  Chancery  by  my  own 
pleading.,  and  won  .C  3.500  for  my  children,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  by  dint  of  persever- 
ance; arid  against  the  advice  of  my  friends.  It  has  ever  so  happened,  thus,  that  great 
projects  have  been  beset  with  difficulties,  and  that  persecution  has  been  the  lot  of  all  who 
have  attempted  reforms.  My  fate  has  been  cruel  in  the  extreme.  For  16  years  I  have 
been  persecuted,  and  no  romance  records  stranger  experiences  than  mine. 

Thank  God,  I  hold  out ;  and  harden,  here,  in  prison,  I  have  improved  by  trial  ;  and, 
trust  that  the  day  may  yet  come  when  I  shall  triumph  over  every  ill. 

For  Canada,  there  is  but  one  hope,  and  that  must  rest  with  a  Commission  ;  say,  of  half 
a  dozen  assembly-men  coming  to  England,  and  boldly  asking  for  independence  of  the 
Home  Ministry.  Refuse  all  supplies  till  this  is  complied  with  ;  and,  be  here,  if  possible, 
by  the  month  of  March.  Our  Corn  Bill  is  to  be  reconsidered  ;  and,  on  the  reenactment, 
Canada  may  be  aggrandized  greatly.  The  Canada  Companv  is  a  wretched,  swindling 
concern.  Not  the  Government,  but  the  Clergy  Reserves,  also,  should  be  sold,  though 
in  a  very  different  manner. 

For  God's  sake,  come  home,  and  let  us  talk  over  this,  and  many  things.  Canada  is  of 
immense  consequence,  were  it  but  well  managed.  While  you  have  Court-appointed 
block  heads,  there  is  no  hope.  Come  home,  then.  Ask  boldly  for  the  promise  of  indepen- 
dence ;  now  to  be  got  for  asking, — by-and-bye,  only  by  fighting.  I  write  you  in  careless 
style,  because  I  will  not  be  prosing  about  so  obvious  a  business. 

Remember  me  to  your  neighbor,  James  Hamilton  ;  and,  if  your  ladief  will  accept  com- 
pliments and  kind  wishes  from  an  insane  person,  they  are  most  cheerfullv  offered  by  your 
obedient  servant.  ROBERT  GOURLAY. 

[Wrote  to  him  again,  same  month,  with  the  printed  letters. 

No.  3.  Cold  Bath  Fields,  Nov.  IStM. 

Dear  Sir: — Seeing  your  name  enlisted  among  the  Legislators  of  Upper  Canada,  I 
write  you  freely,  and  as  a  friend  : — bid  you  show  this  to  your  constituents,  and  think 
well  of  it.  See  from  the  annexed  print,  that  the  Reserves  are  valued  at  3s.  (id.  per 
acre,  and  believe  they  could  be  raised  a  hundred  fold.  I  say  so,  who  have  thought  more 
on  the  subject  than  any  other  man:  but  nothing  can  be  effected  unless  a  Commission 
comes  home  from  Canada  and  excites  interest  to  Provincial  aftiairs.  This,  therefore,  is 
my  object  in  writing  to  advise  the  refusal  of  supplies  till  a  Commission  is  provided  for. 
Let  half  a  dozen  Assembly-men,  as  Commissioners,  be  here  by  March,  when  Parliament 
will  be  discussing  corn-laws,  emigration-laws,  poor-laws,  and  Colonial  policy.  Then, 
with  attention,  Canada  may  be  greatly  benefited. 

It  would  be  vain  for  me  to  argue  ;  and,  with  these  words  1  conclude —  send  home  a 
Commission.  Yours,  faithfully, 

170 BERT  (JOURLAY. 

William  Morris,  Esq. 

( To  be  Continued.) 


